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Health  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth. 

June,  1953. 

To  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Councillors  of  the  City  and  Royal 
Burgh  of  Perth,  and  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

^adies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Perth,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

952. 

The  general  improvement  of  the  health  and  living  conditions  of  the 
citizens  has  continued.  New  records  have  again  been  established.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  is  now  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  history  of  the 
City,  being  21  per  1,000  births,  and  is  again  the  second  lowest  for  all  the 
_arge  Burghs  in  Scotland.  Another  year  has  passed  in  which  there  has 
«een  no  case  of  diphtheria,  this  now  being  the  fifth  year  in  succession  in 
which  no  case  has  occurred. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Lord  Provost 
tnd  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  in  the  work  of  the 
Department.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  my  fellow  Officials  and  all  members 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  assistance  throughout  the 
aoast  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  M.  AITKEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  Year  1952. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
at  30th  June,  1952,  was  40,394,  being  a decrease  of  199  on  the  1951  figure. 
Birth  Rate.  There  was  a decrease  of  2 in  the  corrected  number  of 
rbirths  for  1952  compared  with  the  figure  for  1951.  The  actual  birth  rate 
was  16.6  and  was  slightly  lower  than  the  rate  for  Scotland,  which  was 
E7.7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  Large  Burghs  was  18.4. 
Illegitimate  Birth  Rate.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  fell  to  5.2  as 
— ompared  with  7.7  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  Scotland  generally 
was  4.8  and  for  Large  Burghs  3.9. 

■•Still  Birth  Rate.  The  still  birth  rate  showed  a slight  increase,  being 
220  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  18  for  the  previous  year.  This 
was  the  third  lowest  figure  for  all  the  Large  Burghs  in  Scotland,  the 
lowest  being  18.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  26. 

Death  Rate.  The  death  rate  for  1952  was  12.6  per  1,000  of  the  population 
and  was  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  figure  for  the  whole  of 
Scotland  was  12  and  for  Large  Burghs  11.5 

1 Infant  Mortality  Rate.  Once  again  there  was  a decrease  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate,  which  at  21  per  1,000  live  births  is  a record  low  figure  for 
Lhe  City,  and  was  the  second  lowest  rate  for  all  the  Large  Burghs  in 
Scotland,  the  lowest  being  17.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland 
Kyas  35  and  for  Large  Burghs  37.  The  average  figure  for  the  past  five  years 
<or  the  whole  of  Scotland  is  40,  and  the  low  infant  mortality  rate  in  the 
^ity  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  Perth’s  average  figure  for  the  past  five 
[years  is  only  26,  being  14  less  than  the  figure  for  Scotland. 

Maternal  Deaths.  There  were  three  maternal  deaths  during  the  year, 
giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  4 per  1,000  births.  The  rate  for  the 
whole  of  Scotland  was  1 per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  showed  a decrease  from  the  previous  year.  There  were  10 
tieaths  from  this  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  0.25  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  0.37  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for 
the  whole  of  Scotland  was  0.27  and  for  Large  Burghs  0.31.  During  the 
year  there  were  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases.  There  was  one  death  from  the 
•principal  infectious  diseases  during  1952,  giving  a death  rate  of  .02  per 
-booo  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .08  and 
dor  Large  Burghs  .07. 

Deaths  from  Cancer.  Of  the  deaths  registered,  77  were  due  to  cancer, 
joeing  an  increase  of  8 from  the  previous  year,  and  giving  a death  rate  of 
r-9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics.  The  arrangements  outlined  in 
previous  reports  continue  in  operation  and  have  pro\ed  satis  actory. 

There  was  an  increase  of  135  in  the  number  of  attendances  at  the 
ante-natal  clinic  compared  with  the  attendances  during  1 95 1 = lne 
number  of  attendances  being  5,468. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics.  The  scheme  outlined  in  last  year’s  report 
whereby  one  of  the  County  Assistant  Medical  Officers  conducts  one  of 
the  doctors’  consultation  clinics  has  worked  very  satisfactorily  during 
the  past  year. 

The  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year  totalled  11,062 


compared  with  12,100  for  1951- 

Once  again  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Ladies’  Committee  at  the  Child  Welfare  Climes,  and  in  particular 
to  Mrs.  Childs,  who  acts  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Committee 
and  also  supervises  the  Welfare  Food  Scheme.  The  following  ladies 
have  given  their  services  voluntarily  during  the  past  year 


Mrs.  Bennett,  66  Balvaird  Place. 

Miss  Buchan,  14  Marshall  Place. 

Miss  Charnley,  Oakbank  Road. 

Mrs.  Childs,  32  Abbot  Street. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  Langley  Road,  Scone. 

Mrs.  Muir,  32  Craigie  Road. 

Mrs.  Macdonald,  23  Oakbank  Road. 

Mrs.  Panton,  Muiredge,  Burghmuir. 

Mrs.  Stevenson,  Bellwood. 

Mrs.  Stewart,  Gannochy. 

Mrs.  Stewart,  20  Malvina  Place. 

Toddlers’  Clinic.  358  children  were  examined  at  this  clinic  during  the 
year.  This  service  continues  to  be  appreciated  as  it  affords  an  opportunity' 
to  parents  to  have  their  children  receive  a routine  clinical  examination 
and  is  a very  valuable  adjunct  to  the  preventive  health  sendees. 

Premature  Infants.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  during  the  \ear 
to  transfer  any  premature  infants  to  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  for  special 
care  and  attention. 


A continued  look-out  is  kept  for  the  condition  of  the  eyes  of  newly 
born  infants,  known  as  retrolcntal  fibroplasia,  but  no  cases  have  so  far 
been  discovered  in  the  area. 


Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.  14  unmarried  mothers 
and  their  children  belonging  to  the  City  were  provided  with  care  and 
attention  at  Melville  House,  129  Scott  Street,  during  the  year.  This 
voluntary  organisation  also  dealt  with  the  various  aspects  of  some  20 
adoption  cases  connected  with  the  City,  being  a decrease  of  six  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 
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Stipplj  of  Welfare  Foods.  The  following  welfare  foods  were  issued 
during  the  year  from  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
■ of  Food  : — J 

3783  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk. 

1090  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 
5100  bottles  of  Orange  Juice 
86  packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets. 

During  the  year  a publicity  campaign  was  organised  by  the  Ministry 
-of  Food  m co-operation  with  the  Local  Authority.  As  a result  of  this 
there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  distribution  of  cod  liver 
•oil  and  the  sale  of  orange  juice.  The  scheme  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
ireport  whereby  the  W.V.S.  in  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of 
Food  distributed  welfare  foods  to  the  outlying  housing  estates,  was 
•abandoned  during  the  year  as  full  use  was  not  being  made  of  the  scheme 
Iby  the  public. 

IDav  Nurseries.  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  each  day  nursery 
*was  : — 

Florence  Place  13,113 
Westbank  4,074 

^Residential  Nursery.  During  the  year  66  new  cases  were  admitted 
ito  the  residential  nursery,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  was  15.  The 
length  of  stay  in  the  nursery  averaged  64  days.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
tthere  wrere  ix  long-term  and  5 short-term  cases  in  the  nursery. 

Training  of  Nursery  Nurses.  The  scheme  for  training  nursery  nurses 
.continued  as  formerly.  During  the  year  5 students  completed  their 
hirst  year  and  3 their  second  year  of  training.  Two  students  passed  the 
^examination  and  gained  the  Nursery  Nurses’  certificate. 

^Children  s Home.  Regular  visitation  and  medical  inspection  of  the 
-children  at  the  children’s  home  at  Cleeve  is  carried  out  by  the  medical 
staff  of  the  Health  Department.  The  general  health  of  the  children 
-throughout  the  year  has  been  consistently  good.  During  the  year  45 
xhildren  between  the  ages  of  2 J and  5 years  and  55  children  over  5 years 
cof  age  were  cared  for  in  the  Home. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Act,  1948.  No  nursery  premises  are 
[registered  in  the  area,  nor  are  there  any  persons  registered  as  child  minders. 
Dental  Care.  24  applications  were  received  during  the  year  under  the 
apriority  dental  scheme.  4 of  the  applications  were  for  pre-school  children 
®nd  20  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  fees  paid  to  dentists 
an  practice  under  this  scheme  amounted  to  £51  2s. 

‘Birth  Notifications.  During  the  year  1,083  births  were  notified  as 
occurring  in  the  City,  being  a decrease  of  25  from  the  previous  year.  In 
35  cases  the  usual  place  of  residence  was  within  the  City  and  was  a 
decrease  of  14  from  the  figure  for  1951.  33  per  cent  of  the  City  births 
*^ere  confined  at  home.  82  per  cent  of  all  the  births  notified  occurred 
maternity  hospitals. 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate.  Once  again  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the 
City  has  reached  a record  low  level.  This  year  the  figure  was  21  per  1,000 
births  as  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  of  22.  Perth  has  once  again 
the  distinction  of  having  the  second  lowest  figure  for  all  the  Large  Burghs 
in  Scotland,  the  lowest  being  17  and  the  highest  55.  This  record  low 
figure  is  all  the  more  amazing  when  one  considers  that  the  infant  death 
rate  for  1900  was  as  high  as  129.7. 

43  per  cent  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  occurred 
in  the  first  month  of  life,  and  in  fact  all  of  these  occurred  in  the  first  week  ol 
life. 

Family  Planning  Clinic.  The  total  attendances  at  this  clinic  were  619. 
being  an  increase  of  96  from  the  previous  year.  172  new  cases  were  seer 
during  the  year,  66  of  these  belonging  to  the  City  and  the  remaining  io(: 
coming  from  the  Counties  of  Perth,  Kinross,  Fife,  and  Angus. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

As  this  service  was  commenced  by  the  City  Medical  Officers  ir 
September,  1951,  it  was  only  possible  in  last  year’s  report  to  give  th« 
information  regarding  the  experience  of  three  months’  working  of  th< 
service.  It  is  now  possible  in  this  report  to  review  a full  year’s  working 
of  the  arrangements  whereby  the  County  Council  have  delegated  thei: 
functions  of  school  medical  inspection  to  the  Town  Council.  Th( 
advantages  to  both  local  authorities  have  been  considerable.  It  is  nov 
possible  in  the  City  to  have  records  of  the  health  of  a child  from  bird 
until  he  reaches  school  leaving  age.  The  two  school  medical  officer 
employed  by  the  County  Council  are  now  available  to  be  employee 
whole-time  in  County  schools. 

In  1951  and  1952  a survey  of  all  school  leavers  in  the  City7  was  carriec 
out  by  mass  radiography,  and  if  the  M.M.R.  Unit  of  the  Eastern  Regiona 
Hospital  Board  is  still  to  be  available  it  is  hoped  to  continue  this  sendee 

During  the  year  preliminary  steps  wTere  taken  to  offer  B.C.G 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis  to  all  school  leavers  in  the  City'.  Th 
scheme  is  at  present  in  course  of  preparation  for  submission  to  the  Depart 
ment  of  Health  for  approval,  and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  this  ver 
valuable  preventive  work  in  tuberculosis  during  the  winter  session  0 
1953- 

Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Service.  The  arrangements  mentione* 
in  considerable  detail  in  last  year’s  report  have  worked  very  efficientl 
and  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  During  the  year  the  medic* 
officers  of  the  Health  Department  carried  out  2,102  routine  medic* 
inspections.  In  addition  520  special  examinations,  700  visioi 
examinations,  and  1321  re-examinations  were  carried  out,  and  34 
employed  children  were  examined.  22,812  examinations  were  carrie 
out  by  the  School  Nurses.  A synopsis  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Cit 
Health  Department  is  contained  in  Tables  Nos.  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  Fo^ 
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-more  detailed  information  regarding  the  service  reference  should  be 
rmade  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

As  a result  oi  representation  by  the  Board  of  Management  for  the 
Perthshire  General  Hospitals  to  the  Town  Council,  authority  was  given 
or  the  appointment  of  a third  full-time  midwife.  Unfortunately  there 
were  no  suitable  applicants  as  a result  of  advertisement,  and  the  need 
•or  three  midwives  to  undertake  the  training  of  an  adequate  number  of 
nupils  for  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  remains. 

Maternity  Outfits.  These  outfits  continue  to  be  provided  free  of 
charge  to  women  confined  at  home  and  who  make  use  of  the  arrangements 
<'or  the  care  of  expectant  mothers  under  the  National  Health  Service. 
Distribution  is  undertaken  by  the  midwife  in  charge  of  the  case. 

Supervision  of  Midwives.  The  equipment  and  records  of  midwives 
were  inspected  during  the  year  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
m her  capacity  as  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

Domiciliary  Confinements.  252  applications  for  maternity  service 
were  received  during  the  year.  This  number  compares  with  199  for  the 
previous  year.  198  confinements  were  conducted  as  compared  with  210 
□r  the  previous  year.  An  additional  10  cases  who  received  ante-natal  care 
?y  the  domiciliary  midwives  were  subsequently  admitted  to  hospital 
or  specialist  care.  No  private  cases  were  conducted  at  home  compared 
vith  one  during  the  previous  year. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

Seven  Health  Visitors  continue  to  be  employed  in  a full-time  capacity, 
bne  is  employed  whole-time  on  tuberculosis  work  and  another  whole- 
ime  on  work  of  the  school  health  service.  She  works  in  co-operation 
nth  the  school  nurse  provided  by  the  Education  Authority. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  returns  are  received  regularly 
rom  the  Hospital  service  and  from  the  Ministry  of  Food,  which  greatly 
ssist  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors.  Persons  over  the  age  of  65  who 
*re  discharged  from  hospital  are  visited  by  a Health  Visitor  to  ensure 
iat  all  domiciliary  services  are  made  available  to  them  where  necessary, 
amilarly  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  are  visited.  During  the 
■ar  visits  have  been  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors  on  behalf  of  the 
lmoner  at  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  in  connection  with  long-term  sick 
sses  being  treated  in  the  Assessment  Unit  at  Burghmuir  Hospital,  and 
/ this  means  a valuable  link  has  been  established  between  the  hospital  and 
-e  local  authority  services  for  the  care  of  the  aged. 

Once  again  opportunity  was  given  to  Health  Visitors  to  attend  short 
[ resher  courses  by  way  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  given  by  local 
ambers  of  the  medical  profession. 

. ^ spite  of  much  criticism  to  the  contrary,  Health  Visitors  remain 

always  will  be  a most  valuable  aid  to  a Local  Authority  in  the  prevention 
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of  sickness  and  ill-health.  The  record  low  infant  mortality  rate  of  21  per 
1,000  births,  and  the  high  immunisation  rate  against  dipheria  and  smallpox 
are  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors 
during  the  year  : — 


Children  under  1 year  of  age 

• 4T43 

visits. 

Children  1 to  5 years  of  age 

. 5,207 

35 

Expectant  mothers  .... 

59i 

33 

Persons  receiving  Home  Help 

205 

33 

Aged  persons  ..... 

222 

33 

Tuberculosis  Cases  .... 

1,480 

33 

Streptomycin  injections  given  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  387 

33 

Other  visits  ..... 

79 

33 

School  Health  Service  : 

No.  of  examinations  carried  out 

. 22,812 

HOME  NURSING. 

The  Town  Council  continue  to  employ  the  Perth  District  Nursin 
Society  as  their  agents  in  the  provision  of  this  sendee.  The  staffin 
position  during  the  past  year  has  not  been  so  difficult  as  formerly.  Fiv 
nurses  are  now  employed  in  a full-time  capacity.  567  patients  wei 
attended  by  the  nurses  during  the  year,  involving  a total  of  14,484  visit* 
February  and  March  were  the  months  during  which  the  demand  for  thi 
service  was  at  its  peak. 


NURSING  HOMES  (SCOTLAND)  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1938 

Only  one  Home  in  the  City  is  now  registered  under  this  Act.  Gener: 
medical,  surgical,  and  midwifery  cases  continue  to  be  admitted  to  th 
Home.  The  Home  was  visited  during  the  year  and  was  found  to  t 
satisfactory. 

MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT. 

103  articles  were  loaned  out  during  the  year  to  persons  being  nurse 
at  home. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  establishment  of  this  service  is  now  eight  whole-time  Help 
76  households  received  help  during  the  year.  Of  these  5 were  matemi 
cases,  15  cases  of  illness,  47  aged  persons,  8 cases  of  tuberculosis,  ai 
one  a blind  person. 

The  health  visiting  staff  continue  to  visit  at  regular  intervals  all  hous 
holds  who  are  receiving  help.  This  has  greatly  assisted  in  the  provisii 
of  an  efficient  and  economic  service.  The  recovery  rate  of  expenditu' 
continues  to  be  in  the  region  of  40  to  50  p>er  cent. 
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During  the  year  elderly  people  in  receipt  of  Home  Help  continued 
'0  receive  gifts  of  flowers,  fruit,  etc.,  on  the  occasion  of  their  birthdays, 
f’hese  gifts  were  from  the  bequest  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION, 
accination.  481  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
fcs  compared  with  584  during  the  previous  year.  Of  the  481  primary 
vaccinations  185  were  carried  out  at  the  Local  Authority’s  clinics.  151 
e- vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  13  being  performed  at 
pe  Local  Authority’s  clinics. 

immunisation  Against  Diphtheria.  Once  again  it  is  very  gratifying 
record  that  another  year  has  passed  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of 
iiphtheria  in  the  City.  This  is  now  the  fifth  consecutive  year  in  which 
mere  has  been  no  case  of  this  disease,  and  it  is  now  seven  years  since  a 
child  died  from  diphtheria.  These  statistics  are  all  the  more  remarkable 
I hen  it  is  remembered  that  as  recently  as  1940  there  were  7 deaths  in 
nat  year  from  diphtheria. 

It  is  estimated  that  some  89  per  cent  of  children  born  in  1951  have 
(sen  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

Reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  continue  to  be  given 
» children,  either  prior  to  their  entry  to  school  or  at  the  routine  medical 
uspection  immediately  after  their  entry  to  school. 

623  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  as 
wmpared  with  764  during  the  previous  year.  308  of  the  immunisations 
sere  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  315  by  general 
Tactitioners.  121  of  the  children  were  inoculated  against  both  diphtheria 
nd  whooping  cough. 

During  the  year  700  children  received  reinforcing  inoculations 
n their  entry  to  school.  This  compares  with  368  for  1950  and  644  for 
95 r-  283  of  the  reinforcing  inoculations  were  carried  out  at  the  Child 
elfare  Centres,  158  by  medical  practitioners,  and  259  were  carried 
ut  by  the  medical  officers  at  the  routine  school  medical  inspections. 

mmunisation  Against  Whooping  Cough.  294  children  were 
nmunised  against  this  disease  during  the  year,  being  a slight  decrease 
'om  the  figure  for  last  year.  It  has  been  the  continued  practice  to  give 
•parate  injections  against  this  disease  and  not  combined  with  those  for 
-phtheria,  and  this  practice  will  be  continued  until  such  times  as  an 
'tective  vaccine  has  been  recommended  by  the  central  department. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  continue  to  be  traced,  when  they 
:e  persuaded  to  present  themselves  for  examination  and  x-ray.  Suitable 
*ses  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  are  offered  this  very  valuable  means  of 
invention  of  tuberculosis.  During  the  year  213  contacts  were  examined 
compared  with  219  during  the  previous  year. 

^missions  to  Hospital.  The  bed  accommodation  for  tuberculosis 
,ses  in  the  region  is  now  greatly  improved  compared  with  a few  years 
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ago.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1 1 cases  were  awaiting  admission  to  sanatoria 
86  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year  compared  wit 
89  during  the  previous  year.  Of  these  72  were  respiratory  and  14  non 
respiratory  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

Housing.  19  families  in  which  there  was  a case  of  tuberculosis  wer 
rehoused  during  the  year.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  record  that  in  the  pa: 
five  years  a total  of  103  such  families  have  been  rehoused. 

Death  Rate.  10  persons  died  from  this  disease  during  1952,  giving 
death  rate  of  .25  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  .39  for  195: 
This  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for  Large  Burghs  in  Scodan 
which  is  .35  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Notifications.  There  were  55  new  notifications  of  respirator}’  tubei 
culosis  compared  with  66  during  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  secon 
year  since  1946  in  which  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  c 
notifications.  The  incidence  continues  to  be  greatest  between  the  ag< 
of  15  and  25  years.  This  is  one  of  the  factors  which  has  made  us  con 
to  the  decision  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  school  leavers.  It  will  1 
interesting  to  observe  the  effect  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  on  the  incidence  c 
this  disease  in  this  age  group  over  the  next  five  years. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  w; 
9 compared  with  10  during  the  previous  year. 

Supply  of  Extra  Nourishment,  Nursing  Requisites,  etc.  The  supp 
of  cod  liver  oil  and  malt  continues  to  be  given  free  of  charge,  and  on  ti 
recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  92  persons  were  supplie 
during  the  year  with  one  pint  of  milk  per  day  at  a total  cost  of  £604. 

One  domiciliary  case  was  supplied  with  bedding  during  the  yea 
and  6 cases  were  supplied  with  nursing  requisites  from  the  Medic 
Loan  Depot.  In  addition,  2 sputum  flasks,  16  mugs,  and  105  (8  oz.)  tii 
of  disinfectant  were  issued  to  domiciliary  cases. 

Co-operation  with  Ministry  of  Labour.  5 persons  who  were  sufferii 
from  tuberculosis  were  placed  in  suitable  employment  during  the  yea 
In  addition  two  men  were  placed  in  training  in  commercial  subjects.  Oi 
of  these  had  to  terminate  his  training  to  undergo  a further  spell 
institutional  treatment,  but  the  other  one  is  still  receiving  instruction 
a commercial  school. 

Mass  Radiography.  A total  of  878  persons  were  examined  by  ma 
radiography  during  the  year.  Of  that  number  56  were  found  to  ha' 
abnormalities  of  one  kind  or  another,  but  of  these  only  one  was  four 
to  have  tuberculosis.  The  staff  of  the  following  places  were  given  ; 
opportunity  to  be  x-rayed  : — 

The  hotels  in  the  City. 

The  Inland  Revenue  Office. 

Nursing  staffs. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Department  of  Agriculture. 

H.M.  Prison  (including  inmates). 

National  Assistance  Board. 

The  Fire  Station. 
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- In  addition,  445  school  children  and  77  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis were  included  in  the  survey. 

rB.C.G.  Vaccination.  Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the 
c opportunity  given  to  all  contacts  under  the  age  of  21  years  to  be  vaccinated 
»with  B.C.G.  against  tuberculosis.  Since  then  an  additional  69  contacts 
■‘.vere  tested,  47  ot  them  being  vaccinated.  In  addition  34  nurses  were 
r tuberculin  tested,  and  of  that  number  9 proved  to  be  negative  reactors 
.and  were  subsequently  immunised  with  B.C.G.  vaccine.  10  newly  born 
.babies,  all  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis,  were  immunised  with  B.C.G. 
'vaccine.  During  the  year  3 children  belonging  to  the  City  and  7 belonging 
uto  the  County  were  admitted  to  Westbank  Nursery  for  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  for  School  Leavers.  A joint  scheme  with 
.the  County  Council  is  at  present  in  the  course  of  preparation  for  submission 
l»to  the  Department  of  Health,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be 
inaugurated  during  the  winter  of  1953.  Those  children  who  are  found 
:«to  be  positive  reactors  to  the  tuberculin  test  will  be  x-rayed  by  the  mass 
•radiography  unit,  and  the  negative  reactors  will  receive  B.C.G.  vaccine. 
rA**migements  are  being  made  for  the  follow-up  of  these  children  after 
ihe\  leave  school.  This  in  my  opinion  is  a very  real  step  forward  in  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis  as  it  offers  to  produce  a high  rate  of  immunity 
"in  the  age  group  of  the  community  who  are  most  susceptible  to  tuber- 
hmlosis. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

1 here  were  296  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year, 

1 °eing  a decrease  of  180  from  the  previous  year.  This  is  largely  due  to 
1 marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  whooping  cough, 
viz.,  27  compared  with  166  during  the  previous  year.  As  already  recorded 
'his  is  the  fifth  year  in  succession  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of 
diphtheria  and  it  is  now  seven  years  since  there  was  a death  from 
diphtheria  in  the  City. 

■Scarlet  Fever.  In  last  year’s  report  it  was  recorded  that  there  was  a 
■parked  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  during 
-he  fourth  quarter  of  the  year.  This  outbreak  carried  on  into  1952.  In 
hi,  161  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  of  these  112  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths,  nor  any  return  cases  recorded. 

Whooping  Cough.  As  stated  above  there  was  a marked  decrease  in 
1 e number  of  notifications  of  this  disease,  there  being  only  27  as  compared 
*ith  166  during  the  previous  year.  Only  one  case  was  admitted  to  Hospital, 
‘here  were  no  deaths. 

poliomyelitis.  There  were  only  two  notifications  of  this  disease  during 
1 c year  one  a child  of  4 years  and  the  other  aged  6 years.  The  first 
tase  occurred  during  July  and  the  second  during  September.  In  one  case 
mere  was  severe  paralysis  of  the  lumbar-sacral  region,  but  in  the  other 
mere  was  no  paralysis.  Both  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
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Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  During  the  course  of  thei 
visitation  56  cases  of  measles,  6 cases  of  German  measles,  17  cases  0 
chickenpox,  and  3 cases  of  mumps  in  pre-school  children  were  brough 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

168  cases  from  the  City  were  admitted  to  King’s  Cross  Hospital 
Dundee,  compared  with  280  during  the  previous  year.  Of  that  numbe 
1 12  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  9 cases  of  measles,  2 cases  of  poliomyelitis 
7 cases  of  chickenpox,  4 cases  of  scabies,  4 cases  of  mumps,  1 case  o 
vaccinia,  and  4 cases  of  dysentery. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  area  during  th 
year.  There  were,  however,  four  isolated  cases  of  dysentery  which  wer 
not  related  to  one  another.  As  usual,  contacts  of  these  cases  who  wer 
known  food  handlers  were  examined  bacteriologically. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Throughout  1952  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  distribute; 
has  been  of  the  highest  standard. 

Viewlands  Reservoir  has  been  free  of  algal  growths  except  durin 
the  month  of  August  when  some  development  occurred. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  clinic  for  mental  deficiency  established  two  years  ago  has  continue; 
to  be  a very  valuable  asset  in  the  provision  of  the  mental  health  sendee 
in  the  City.  30  City  cases  and  18  County  cases  were  dealt  with  at  th 
clinic  during  the  year.  8 cases  were  referred  from  the  clinic  to  institution 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  4 cases  were  being  kept  under  observatioi 
through  the  clinic  system. 

Mental  Illness.  19  cases  of  mental  illness  were  admitted  to  hospita 
during  the  year,  7 of  whom  were  certified.  At  the  end  of  the  year  ther 
were  no  cases  of  mental  illness  being  cared  for  at  home,  whilst  120  wer 
being  cared  for  in  institutions  as  compared  with  116  at  the  end  of  1951 
Mental  Deficiency.  Only  one  case  of  mental  deficiency  was  certifiei 
during  the  year  and  this  case  was  admitted  to  an  institution  for  menta 
defectives.  No  cases  were  re-certified  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  year 
and  no  cases  were  placed  under  guardianship  during  the  year.  At  the  cn< 
of  1952,  49  cases  of  mental  deficiency  were  under  treatment  in  menta 
institutions  and  6 cases  were  being  cared  for  at  home. 
Administration  : 

(a)  The  Committee  responsible  in  the  City  for  the  mental  healtl  j 
services  is  the  Health  Committee. 

(b)  The  staff  engaged  in  the  mental  health  services  consists  o 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  responsible  for  the  administratioi 
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; general  < supervision,  assisted  in  the  general  supervision  by  the  Assistant 

0dlcer  311(1  tlie  Authorised  Officer.  Other  staff  engaged  is  clerical 

nherj  1S  satisfactory  co-ordination  with  the  Eastern  Regional 
3 Hospital  Board  whereby  the  services  of  specialised  Medical  Officers 
iare  obtained  for  the  examination  of  mental  patients,  mental  defectives 
sand  others  requiring  such  examination.  Patients  on  trial  on  licence  from 
; institutions  tor  mental  defectives  are  supervised  by  the  Authorised  Officer 
s who  visits  the  home  and  where  necessary  makes  payment  of  allowances 
cto  these  patients. 

(d)  There  are  no  arrangements  for  delegating  duties  to  a voluntary 
i association.  y 

C training  of  staff*  cons*dered  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  the 

tKind  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community  : 

..  t (u  Uinder  ?eCii0n^7  °f  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 
Act  where  deemed  advisable,  supervision  is  carried  out  of  persons  suffering 

.a  menTarhospitah5  " ^ admission  t0’  or  after  discharge  from 

lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts  1857  t0  1866,  arrangements 

-rasesnf  ^ , ihC I]Authonsed  0fficer  for  taking  necessary  action  in  all 
" ™ntal  lIIne1s)  rePorted  to  him  either  by  way  of  supervision  or 

MemstsVand°  affair^.  P ’ “ dther  ^ f°r  safe§uardin§  of  their 

,.n  U"der  the  Cental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts  191a 

Ideferrivec  I rh  artan§oments  for  ascertaining  and  supervising  mental 
ctives  either  by  placing  them  under  guardianship  or  removing  them 
institutions,  are  dealt  with  by  the  Authorised  Officer. 

TOentshewilirChp°  OCHUPaf°n  °r  Training  Centres  in  the  City,  but  arrange- 
Mmhn  v bC  ,made  lf  necessary  tn  co-operation  with  other  Local 
^Authorities,  voluntary  agencies  or  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  for  such 
graining  to  be  provided  for  suitable  cases. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Policy  of  g]Ving  film  shows  and  health  talks  to  small  groups  of 

rom?n,tH  H “CeSdathCr  ‘5an  'arge  fiIm  shows  “ ™cmas  has  been 
folio™*  *'  ^ '°tal  °f  ’ 1 SUch  health  Nation  talks  were 

•IS  la"Uary  North  Church  Woman’s  Guild 
( 8 h February  Perth  Academy  Parent-Teacher  Association 
pIS  February  Child  Welfare  Centre,  South  Street. 

.IS  February  Methodist  Church  Wesley  Guild 
, S ^arch  , Florence  Place  Nursery  Mothers  Club. 

-i  t November  Perth  Academy  Parent-Teacher  Association. 
h November  Perth  High  School  Parent-Teacher  Association. 
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27th  November  Friarton  Nursery  School  Mothers  Club. 

28th  November  Kinnoull  School  Parent-Teacher  Association. 

29th  November  Perth  and  Kinross  Local  Association  of  the  Educationa 

Institute  of  Scotland. 

3rd  December  St.  Ninian’s  Parent-Teacher  Association. 

Since  the  withdrawal  of  the  film  service  of  the  Scottish  Office  ol 
Information  last  year,  the  Scottish  Council  of  Health  Education  have  beer 
most  helpful  and  co-operative  in  providing  films  and  cinema  projector: 
when  necessary.  At  all  these  lectures  the  importance  of  disease  preventior 
has  been  stressed  and  it  has  been  repeatedly  emphasised  how  mucl 
cheaper  it  is  to  the  community  to  prevent  disease  than  to  cure  it. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

There  was  again  a reduction  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  acquiree 
syphilis,  there  having  been  only  six  new  cases  belonging  to  the  Cirj 
as  compared  with  8 during  1951. 

In  the  case  of  gonorrhoea  there  were  15  new  cases  as  compared  witl 
16  during  the  previous  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 

This  service  has  continued  to  be  a very  valuable  adjunct  to  tht 
preventive  health  services  of  the  City.  During  the  year  the  number  o 
pre-school  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time  was  128.  At  the  end  0 
the  year  165  pre-school  City  children  were  attending  for  treatment  anc 
supervision,  and  during  the  year  2 pre-school  City  cases  were  admittec 
to  hospital. 

ACCIDENTS. 

Vehicular.  169  accidents  caused  by  vehicular  traffic  were  reporter 
to  the  Chief  Constable  during  the  year,  being  an  increase  of  19  fron 
the  previous  year.  As  a result  of  these  accidents,  180  persons  were  injured— 
4 fatally,  32  seriously,  and  144  slightly.  54  of  the  injured  persons  wen 
under  15  years  of  age. 

Non-Vehicular.  During  the  year  142  non- vehicular  accidents  involving 
145  persons  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  police.  6 of  these  person: 
died  and  40  were  seriously  injured.  Of  the  six  fatalities  4 were  due  t( 
coal  gas  poisoning. 

As  has  been  the  custom  in  previous  years,  every  opportunity7  wa: 
taken  at  the  various  lectures  and  film  shows  to  deal  with  the  subject  0 
prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

During  the  year  all  the  mental  patients  were  transferred  from  Berth: 
Home  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  al 
the  long-term  sick  patients  are  being  transferred  to  Burghmuir  and  Bridgi 
of  Earn  Hospitals.  The  question  of  the  removal  of  seven  mental  defective: 
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jwho  are  at  present  under  guardianship  in  the  Home  is  under  consideration 
iiand  it  is  anticipated  that  they  will  be  transferred  elsewhere  as  soon  as 
•accommodation  can  be  found. 

Consideration  is  at  present  being  given  to  the  complete  modernisation 
»f  the  Home  in  order  to  provide  residential  accommodation  for  aged  and 
•other  persons.  During  the  year  the  residential  part  of  the  Home  was 
further  improved  by  the  provision  of  wardrobes,  linoleum  and  bedside 
migs  in  the  bedrooms,  and  the  bedrooms  and  sitting  rooms  were 
redecorated.  The  laundry  was  also  redecorated  and  the  construction  of  the 
mortuary  was  completed  with  suitable  viewing  and  religious  service  rooms. 

The  Town  Council  decided  that  when  all  the  long-term  sick  patients 
were  transferred,  the  residents  in  the  Home  should  be  attended  by  their 
own  family  doctors  and  arrangements  for  this  are  at  present  being  made. 
.‘Arrangements  have  also  been  made  to  continue  the  services  of  the 
chiropodist  now  that  the  sick  patients  have  been  removed.  The  Sandeman 
Xibrary  continues  to  make  available  a regular  supply  of  books  to  the 
residents,  and  the  local  Churches  continue  to  provide  a most  appreciated 
service  of  visitation.  Numerous  voluntary  organisations  provided  concerts 
and  outings. 

In  addition  to  the  12  houses  for  aged  persons  provided  by  the  Town 
Council  in  the  Moncreiffe  Scheme,  the  erection  of  an  additional  24 
two-apartment  houses  in  the  Letham  Scheme  is  proceeding,  and  it  is 
noped  that  these  houses  will  be  completed  and  available  for  occupation 
wefore  the  end  of  1953. 

Bowerswell  Home  and  cottages  continue  to  be  fully  occupied. 
Bowerswell  is  the  only  voluntary  home  registered  under  the  Act  for 
»ged  persons. 

Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  invoke 
he  power  given  by  Section  47  of  the  Act  which  empowers  compulsory 
removal  of  certain  persons  from  their  homes,  although  in  a few  cases 
t appeared  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  enforce  these  powers.  In  these 
nnd  other  cases  however,  removals  to  Bertha  Home  were  carried  out 
voluntarily.  The  property  of  six  persons  had  to  be  taken  care  of  during 
he  year.  Two  burials  were  carried  out  by  the  Welfare  Department 
■''here  no  other  arrangements  could  be  made. 

The  splendid  work  of  the  undernoted  voluntary  bodies  continues 
^’ith  much  success  during  the  year,  viz  : — 

The  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in  the  County  of 
Perth  and  Kinross. 

The  Perth  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Anton  House,  Broughty  Ferry. 

Appreciation  must  be  recorded  of  the  successful  continuance  of  the 
’ood  work  carried  out  for  the  welfare  of  the  aged  by  the  Old  People’s 
welfare  Council,  the  Old  Age  Pensioners  Association,  the  Indigent  Old 
len  s Society,  and  the  Society  for  Relief  of  Indigent  Ladies.  The  system 
’ helpful  visitation  by  these  bodies  to  lonely  old  people  and  housebound 
persons  living  alone  is  indeed  a valuable  service. 
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CO-ORDINATION  AND  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER 
PARTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Much  co-operation  and  co-ordination  exist  in  this  area,  principally 
due  to  the  fact  that  members  of  the  Town  Council,  including  the  Convene 
of  the  Health  Committee,  serve  on  Regional  and  Local  Hospital  Boards 
and  also  as  a result  of  the  direct  contact  among  the  officials  of  the  Executive 
Council,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Local  Authorities  and  tto 
goodwill  that  has  developed  among  them. 

Examples  of  the  co-ordination  and  co-operation  which  exist  in  thi 
area  are  in  the  fields  of  Tuberculosis,  Mental  Deficiency,  and  the  Car 
of  the  Aged.  In  the  case  of  the  last  a Regional  Advisory  Co-ordinatinj 
Committee  has  been  set  up. 

The  tri-partite  administration  of  the  Health  Sendees  has  always  beei 
pin-pointed  as  a very  serious  weakness,  and  with  this  I very  much  agree 
Curative  and  preventive  medicine  should  not  be  separated. 

In  the  training  of  doctors  and  nurses  still  more  emphasis  will  requir 
to  be  placed  on  the  importance  of  preventing  disease  and  ill-health 
Prevention  should  have  at  least  just  as  important  a place  in  the  curricul 
as  curative  medicine,  if  not  a more  important  place. 

Infectious  Disease  Control. 

With  the  removal  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  from  the  contrc 
of  the  Local  Authority  by  the  National  Health  Service,  there  has  bee: 
created  a loss  of  valuable  contact  between  the  general  practitioner  and  th 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  With  this  loss  of  contact  there  has  bee: 
established  a very  indirect  means  of  information  available  to  the  Medica 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  purposes  of  controlling  the  spread  of  infection 

Tuberculosis  Services. 

Contact  between  the  curative  and  preventive  aspects  of  tuberculosi 
has  been  maintained  in  this  area  by  the  seconding  of  a Health  Visito 
full-time  on  tuberculosis  preventive  work.  This  Health  Visitor  works  i 
co-operation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Clinician  at  the  local  chest  clinic 
Once  again  the  National  Health  Service  has  created  a loss  of  contac 
between  the  general  practitioner  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  tending  to  become  more  and  more  out-patier 
departments  of  hospitals.  At  many  ante-natal  clinics  it  is  not  very  suitabl 
for  persons  such  as  Health  Visitors  to  teach  mothercraft  and  provid 
education  for  delivery  and  post-natal  care.  This  difficult  has  been  gc 
over  by  the  Hospital  Authorities  providing  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healt 
with  the  names  of  all  new  bookings  for  hospital  confinement,  and  th 
Health  Visitor  makes  regular  visits  to  the  patients’  own  homes.  Case! 
to  be  confined  at  home  arc  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  the  midwives,  j 

Domiciliary  Care  and  After-Care. 

Until  recently  the  Local  Authority  acted  as  agents  of  the  Region; 
Hospital  Board  in  providing  accomodation  for  long-term  sick  patient;  l 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  in  a position  to  arrange  admission  of 
patients  where  priority  was  required,  and  very  often  priority  could  be 
assessed  by  discussion  with  the  family  doctor.  The  Regional  Hospital 
Board  have  recently  taken  over  the  care  of  these  patients  and  are  now 
arranging  the  admissions.  Once  again  another  vital  link  between  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  general  practitioner  has  been  severed. 

There  is,  however,  good  co-operation  between  the  Hospital  and 
Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  in  the  assessment  of  aged  persons  in 
hospital  as  to  their  suitability  for  residential  care.  The  Local  Authority 
Medical  Officers  pay  ward  rounds  at  Burghmuir  Assessment  unit,  and 
the  Health  Visitors  of  the  Local  Authority  undertake  domiciliary  visits  to 
; aged  persons  on  behalf  of  the  almoners  of  the  hospital. 

Research  and  Disease  Control. 

In  conducting  any  research  into  the  causes  and  prevention  of  disease 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  access  to  the  sickness  records  of  the 
i Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  It  should  be  clearly  laid  down  by  the 
1 Secretary  of  State  that  this  information  should  be  made  available  by  the 
Ministry  of  National  Insurance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  request. 

The  Local  Authority  should  be  suitably  financed  in  order  to  carry 

• out  research  into  local  problems. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

In  this  area  there  is  excellent  co-operation  between  the  Local  Authority 
'■  staff  and  the  Specialists  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  mental  disease 
and  mental  deficiency.  A most  valuable  clinic  is  held  locally  in  connection 
f with  mental  deficiency  and  is  conducted  by  a Specialist  Officer  of  the 
1 Regional  Hospital  Board. 

In  connection  with  the  prevention  of  mental  ill-health  there  is  a very 
i real  need  in  this  area  for  a child  guidance  clinic,  but  the  setting  up  of 
I this  clinic  by  the  Education  Authority  has  been  hampered  by  the  inability 
if  to  attract  a suitably  trained  psychologist.  The  remuneration  does  not 
f appear  to  be  attractive  enough. 

THE  PART  OF  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITIES  IN  THE 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Following  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Standing  Advisory 

• Committee  on  Local  Authority  Services,  entitled  “ What  Local  Authorities 
:can  do  to  promote  Health  and  Prevent  Disease  ” and  a report  by  the 
'Medical  Officer  of  Health  thereon,  it  was  agreed  : — 

(1)  That  an  approach  be  made  to  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance 
'with  a view  to  statistical  information  being  made  available  to  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  by  the  local  officer  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance. 

(2)  That  the  Local  Authority  investigate  the  possibility  of  setting 
IUP  a Co-ordinating  Advisory  Committee  for  the  Health  Services. 
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(3)  That  the  question  of  the  setting  up  of  a Child  Guidanc 
Clinic  be  taken  up  with  the  Education  Authority. 

(4)  That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  obtain  pamphlets  regardinj 
Marriage  Guidance  Clinics  and  issue  them  to  members  of  the  Towj 
Council.  It  was  considered  that  the  initiative  for  the  setting  up  of  sucl 
a clinic  should  be  left  to  a voluntary  agency. 

(5)  Since  the  publication  of  the  report,  the  Town  Council  hav 
approved  in  principle  that  a scheme  should  be  prepared  for  the  vaccinatioi 
by  B.C.G.  of  all  children  leaving  school.  It  has  also  been  decided  tha 
more  houses  suitable  for  aged  persons  will  require  to  be  built  in  futun 
housing  programmes. 
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TABLE  No.  i. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


£2stimated  Population  (middle  of  1952),  40,394.  Area  of  Burgh,  4,122  acres. 

■ ’opulation  (1951  Census),  40,466.  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  12,405. 

Estimated  Pre-School  Population,  3,523.  Gross  Valuation,  £470,173  10/7. 

■listimated  School  Population,  6,395.  Rateable  Value,  £443,955  10/-. 


1 

Cor- 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
estimated 
Popu- 
lation 

Corres- 
ponding 
Rate  for 
1951 

Rate  for 

- - 

rected 

Number 

Scot- 

land 

Large 

Burghs 

Births  (total  live  births) 

671 

16.6 

16.6 

17.7 

18.4 

Births — Illegitimate  (per  100 
live  births) 

35 

5.2 

7-7 

4.8 

3-9 

Still  births  (per  1,000  births, 
including  still  births) 

14 

20 

18 

26 

28 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

509 

12.6 

12.6 

12.0 

ri-5 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

10 

.25 

•39 

.32 

•35 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

10 

.25 

•37 

.27 

•3i 

Epidemic  Diseases  . 

I 

.02 

.52 

.08 

.07 

Children  under  1 year  (per 
1,000  live  births) 

14 

21 

22 

35 

37 

Children  under  1 month 
(per  1,000  live  births)  . 

6 

9 

8.9 

22 



Women  in  childbirth  (per 
1,000  births,  including 
still  births  . 

3 

4 

1.46 

1.0 

— 

ID 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1951 

Deaths  from  Influenza 

— 

— 

.418 

Deaths  from  Measles 

— 

— 

.049 

Deaths  from  Meningococcal 
Infection 

1 

.02 



Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Respiratory) . 

10 

.25 

•37 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Non-Respiratory)  . 

— 

.02 

Deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough  .... 

.049 

TABLE  No.  3. 

DEATHS  FROM  SYSTEMIC  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1951 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio- 
vascular System  . 

213 

5-27 

4.65 

Cancer  .... 

77 

i-9 

1.69 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

23 

•57 

.69 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
System. 

23 

•57 

•49 

Diseases  of  the  Genito- 
urinary System 

10 

•25 

•27 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System. 

75 

1.85 

2.16 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS. 
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Birth  Injuries  and  Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformation 

Enteritis  ...... 

Marasmus  ..... 

Non-meningococcal  Meningitis 
Prematurity  ..... 

Totals  . . . . | 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 


1951 

1952 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ..... 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .... 

1 

3 

Totals 

1 

3 

TABLE  No.  6. 

MORTALITY  AT  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS. 


1951 

1952 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 

6 

9 

15 

10 

4 

14 

1 and  under  5 years 

2 

7 

9 

4 

1 

5 

5 and  under  10  years 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10  and  under  15  years 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

15  and  under  25  years 

1 

4 

5 

3 

1 

4 

25  and  under  35  years 

3 

5 

8 

7 

7 

14 

35  and  under  45  years 

10 

5 

15 

11 

7 

18 

45  and  under  55  years 

29 

8 

37 

21 

21 

42 

55  and  under  65  years 

56 

32 

88 

53 

34 

S7 

65  and  under  75  years 

60 

73 

J33 

74 

67 

141 

75  and  under  85  years 

66 

9i 

157 

59 

74 

133 

85  years  and  over 

14 

29 

43 

13 

33 

46 

Totals  . 

248 

264 

512 

258 

251 

509 

26 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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Totals 


TABLE  No.  8. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1952. 
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TABLE  No.  9. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH 
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TABLE  No.  io. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAI 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


No.  of  Sessions 
conducted  at 
Schools 

No.  of  Special 
Visits  to  Schools 

No.  of  Clinic 
Sessions 

January  . 

18 

5 

4 

February 

20 

2 

4 

March  . 

21 
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April 
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2 

May 

18 
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4 

June 

II 
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4 

July  . 

— 

— 

— 

August  . 

4 

— 

— 

September 

20 

2 

5 

October  . 

20 

4 

3 

November 

20 

3 

4 

December 

*5 

- 

4 

Totals 
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33 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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Totals  . 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE — VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


o 


o 

z: 


: S 
s-a 
3 

u 

O 


oo 

.a 

■N 

co  O 

Is 

O 

-G 


m 


(N 

m 


g 

a s 

*3  T3  ' 

u.g 

o I 

O (U 

z 


d 

o 

*d 

u 

<a 

.3 


o 

cd 

M 

N 

VO 

VC 

m 

^t- 

G 

O 

u 

00 

00 

VC 

I I I 


IS 

00 


Ov 

rs 


m 

w 


O 

00 


r- 

(N 

Ov 

(N 


VC 

r- 

VC 

VO 

VC 

Ov 

00 

rn 

m 

(S 

<N 

(N 

M 

00 

VO  VO  VY 

ov  r- 

— (N 


T 

<S 


a 

0) 

t5 

3 

u 


tJO 

a 

H j-j 

3 -5 

T3  C 


o 

, a 
1 1) 
, -3 


<C 


.t;  u 
« -Q  . 

^oO 

4h  *->  2 

° T3  "S 

*7  Q< 


oo 

»n 

v/~i 

VC 


o 

Tfr 


00 

o 


o 

VC 

M 


m 

(N 


00 

00 


m 

*-• 

OV 

vr> 

o 

o 

r- 

*-« 

oo 

rn 

►— < 

(N 

v/n 

vn 

m 

O 
>— < 

VO 

rn 

rn 

Tf- 


vn 

vn 


N 

(S 


N 

m 


VN  VC 
►H  l/n 


m 


t"- 


m 


Ov 

,sd- 


£ 

cd 

d 

G 

cd 


£ 

cd 

s 

JO 

o 

u< 


-G 

o 

M 

cd 

s 


G 

Cu 

< 


cd 


o 

3 

d 


3 


d 

00 

d 

< 


-O 

E 

O 

a 

CJ 

00 


o 

JD 

o 

u 

o 


o 


> 

o 

£ 


Ut 

V 

X 

E 

D 

U 


32 


VACCINATIONS 
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IMMUNISATION 
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TABLE  No.  17. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS. 


Year 

Total  No. 
Immunised. 

1940 

690 

1941 

1690 

1942 

488 

1943 

502 

1944 

600 

1945 

588 

1946 

478 

1947 

658 

1948 

857 

1949 

909 

1950 

897 

1951 

764 

1952 

623 

TABLE  No.  18. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


YEAR  OF  BIRTH 

Total 
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RETURN  OF  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  RESIDENT  IN  THE  AREA  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  ig«  WHO  WERE 

KNOWN  TO  BE  SUFFERING  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS.  5 


Number  of  Cases  in  Age  Groups 
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and  tubercle 
bacilli  found. 

2.  Sputum  or  other 
material  examined 
and  tubercle 
bacilli  never 
found. 

3.  Sputum  or  other 
material  not 
examined. 
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NON-RESPIRATORY. 
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RETURN  OF  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  WHO  DIED  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  THE 
YEAR,  WITH  PARTICULARS  AS  TO  PERIOD  ELAPSING  BETWEEN  NOTIFICATION  AND  DEATH. 
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RETURN  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  WHICH  RECEIVED  TREATMENT  UNDER  THE 
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RESPIRATORY  Males 

CHILDREN : 

Females 


TABLE  No.  23. 

I.G.  VACCINATION. 
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TABLE  No.  24. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  MONTH 


42 


ixhLL:  ml'.  Is. 
BIKTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Total 

ro 

00 

O 

Born  before 
arrival  of  Doctor 
or  a Midwife 

1 M 1 1 1 1 1 1 M M 1 

Attended  by  a 
Doctor  and 
Midwife 

OS 

00 

■St* 

Attended  by  a 
Doctor  alone 

1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 ~ I - | 

Attended  by  a 
Midwife  alone 

00 

00 

January  .... 

February  .... 
March  .... 

April  ..... 
May  ..... 
June  ..... 

July 

August  .... 

September  .... 
October  .... 

November  .... 
December  .... 

Totals 

43 


December 


TABLE  No.  26. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS 


I 

Domiciliary 

No.  of  Births 
occurring  in 
Perth 

Royal  Infirmary 

No.  of  Births 
in  Private 
Nursing  Homes 

Total 

January 

19 

57 

7 

83 

February 

11 

58 

2 

7 1 

March 

5 

7i 

21 

97 

April  . 

17 

67 

13 

97 

May  . 

15 

59 

13 

87 

June  . 

15 

58 

8 

81 

July  . 

23 

78 

II 

112 

August 

15 

64 

5 

84 

September  . 

19 

66 

7 

92 

October 

24 

55 

14 

93 

November  . 

21 

62 

8 

91 

December  . 

14 

7i 

10 

95 

Totals 

198 

766 

119 

10S3 
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TABLE  No.  27. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Total  No.  of  Births,  including  still  births,  notified  during  the 

year  ...... 

1083 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23  (2)  of  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement 

57 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  confinement 

141 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases. 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  .... 

_ __ 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 



(c)  Conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of  an  institution 



(d)  Without  doctor  or  midwife 

— 

(iii)  Cases  conducted  at  institutions  (including  private 
maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority  ..... 

885 

TABLE  No.  28. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


Whole- 

time 

Midwives 

Part- 

time 

M.idwives 

Total 

No.  of  applications  received  during  the 

year  ...... 

212 

40 

252 

No.  of  Domiciliary  Births  during  the  year. 
Attended  by  a midwife  alone  . 
Attended  by  a doctor  alone 
Attended  by  a doctor  and  midwife  . 
Neither  a doctor  nor  a midwife 
present  at  the  confinement  . 

125 

4i 

16 

16 

141 

57 

Totals 

166 

32 

198 

Wo.  who  had  been  booked  for  domiciliary 
confinement  but  on  account  of  abnor- 
malities or  unsuitable  housing  accom- 
modation were  sent  to  and  confined 
in  Hospital. 
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TABLE  No.  33. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLINICS. 


First 

Attendances 

Number 

Attending 

Total 

Attendances 

1 South  Street  Clinic  . 

81 

109 

1493 

jMuirton  Clinic 

33 

53 

747 

Totals 

1x4 

162 

2240 

TABLE  No.  34. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 


No.  of  places 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of 
taken  u 
of  th 

places 
p at  end 
: year 

Averag 

attenc 

e daily 
iance 

Total 

attendances 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

3 Florence  Place 

27 

28 

25 

29 

17-5 

29.5 

13,113 

’Westbank 

— 

18 

17 

— 

14.25 

4,074 

Totals 

27 

46 

25 

46 

17-5 

43-75 

17,187 

So.  on  Waiting  List  at  end  of  the  year 
(for  both  Nurseries) 


Under  2 
7 


Aged  2-5 
10 


Total 

17 


TABLE  No.  35. 

WESTBANK  RESIDENTIAL  NURSERY. 


- No.  of  Beds  provided  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Children  ad- 
mitted during 
year 

Children  dis- 
charged during 
year 

Average 

daily 

Attendances 

Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

Others 

16 

— 

— 

66 

63 

15 
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TABLE  No.  36. 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 


No.  of  Cases 
who  received 
assistance 

No.  of  hours 
of  help  given 

Average 
period  of 
assistance 

Maternity  Cases 

5 

129 

26  hours 

Cases  of  Illness 

15 

922 

61  „ 

Aged  Persons  . 

47 

7539 

160 

Tuberculosis  Cases. 

8 

2402 

300 

Blind  Person  . 

500 

500 

76 

1 1492 

15 1 hours. 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed 
at  end  of  year 

Whole-time 

7 

Part-time 

Retaining-fe< 

basis 

TABLE  No.  37. 

HOME 

NURSING  SERVICE. 

Nu 

mber  of  Cases. 

New  Cases 

Old  Cases 

Total 

No.  of  \ isits. 

January 

52 

65 

117 

1234 

February 

54 

77 

131 

1319 

March 

5i 

80 

131 

1363 

April 

35 

95 

130 

1287 

May  .... 

5i 

79 

130 

1276 

June  .... 

33 

89 

122 

1220 

July  ... 

37 

79 

116 

1130 

August 

20 

81 

IOI 

1024 

September 

30 

64 

94 

944 

October 

43 

79 

122 

1214 

November  . 

37 

86 

123 

1155 

December  . 

59 

83 

142 

1318 

Totals 

502 

957 

1459 

14484 
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TABLE  No.  38. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

NEW  CASES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 
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TABLE  No.  41. 
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Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

Sanitary  Department, 

22  York  Place, 
Perth. 

June,  1953. 

d' 0 the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  and  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates 
and  Council  of  the  City  of  Perth. 

ivly  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
'•f  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year  1952. 

PREFACE. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  in  environmental 
pygiene,  but  the  activities  of  the  Department  have  been  greatly  impaired 
*>y  shortage  of  staff. 

The  two  outstanding  features  of  the  year’s  work  to  which  I would 
lall  special  attention  are  of  a widely  differing  nature. 

The  first  is  a very  marked  advance  in  the  question  of  smoke  abatement 
.•nd  the  prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution.  There  has  recently  been 
n awakening  of  interest  in  this  problem  and  a realisation  of  its  seriousness 
10t.  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  its  effect  on  health  but  also  on  the 
lational  economy  and  fuel  efficiency.  Whilst  we  in  this  Fair  City  may  be 
ortunate  enough  never  to  suffer  from  the  sweeping  and  devastating 
<ffects  of  a London  fog,  we  must  do  everything  possible  to  safeguard 
lurselves  against  the  cumulative  effects  of  pollution  of  the  air  we  breathe, 
ffie  general  public  and  even  Local  Authorities  have  too  long  remained 
Pore  or  less  apathetic  to  this  question,  but  I hope  that  even  out  of  the 
ioom  and  evil  consequences  of  recent  happenings  in  the  South,  public 
:cinion  will  be  stirred  on  this  question  and  demands  for  more  active 
measures  will  be  forthcoming.  Further  reference  to  the  steps  which  are 
"ready  being  taken  locally  in  this  connection  will  be  found  later  in  the 
tjeport  under  the  heading  of  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  second  feature  to  which  I would  refer  is  the  improvement  of 
j-ensed  premises  generally,  and  their  sanitary  accommodation  in 
articular.  Several  licence-holders  have  come  forward  of  their  own  accord 
ad  submitted  plans  for  the  improvement  of  their  premises.  This  desire 
■ effect  improvements  seems  to  be  spreading  throughout  the  trade,  and 
the  public  health  point  of  view  is  to  be  commended.  The  day  of  the 
ab,  dingy,  dimly-lit  pub  with  its  spittoon  and  sawdust  on  the  floor, 

’ inadequate,  antiquated  and  foul-smelling  urinal,  the  basin  of  cold 
d questionable  dishwater  in  which  the  glasses  were  given  a quick  dip 
< and  out  again,  is  a thing  of  the  past.  The  trade  itself  has  realised  that 
custom  it  must  keep  step  with  the  times.  As  in  all  other  trades 
•i°  hygiene  means  good  business.  The  day  of  the  local  with  the  new-look 
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has  arrived  and  the  comfortable  lounge  bar  with  the  brightly-lit  buff 
is  the  latest  fashion  which  attracts  attention  and  holds  the  customer 
Details  of  improvements  in  licensed  premises  are  given  later  in  th 
report. 


HOUSING. 

Unfit  Houses.  Very  little  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  owners 
agree  to  give  an  undertaking  not  to  relet  unfit  houses  as  and  when  suitab 
alternative  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  existing  tenants.  Durii 
the  year  the  following  houses  were  dealt  with  in  this  way : — 

No.  of 


Property.  Houses. 

Order. 

12  Canal  Street. 

4 

Undertaking. 

8-10  Clayholes. 

2 

33 

10  Commercial  Street. 

1 

33 

6 Cow  Vennel. 

1 

33 

4 Craigie  Place. 

1 

Corporation  Property. 

10-12  Cross  Street. 

3 

33  33 

21  Cross  Street. 

2 

33  33 

15-17-19  Greyfriars  Street. 

3 

Undertaking. 

150  High  Street. 

1 

33 

208  High  Street. 

1 

33 

313  High  Street. 

1 

33 

341  High  Street. 

1 

33 

8 Horners  Lane. 

1 

33 

15  Kirkgate 

1 

33 

34  Meal  Vennel. 

2 

33 

50  Meal  Vennel. 

4 

Corporation  Property. 

56  Meal  Vennel. 

2 

Undertaking. 

53  Meal  Vennel. 

1 

Corporation  Property". 

Mill  St.  Baths  House. 

1 

33  # 33 

13  Paul  Street. 

1 

Undertaking. 

65  Pomarium  Street. 

2 

33 

68  Pomarium  Street. 

1 

Corporation  Property". 

90  Pomarium  Street. 

1 

33  53 

1 15  South  Street. 

1 

Undertaking. 

25  Stormont  Street. 

1 

33 

49  Stormont  Street. 

1 

33 

14-16-18  Union  Lane. 

3 

33 

Upper  Friarton 

Cottages. 

2 

Corporation  Property. 

46 

Of  58  houses  owned  by  the  Town  Council  and  included  in  a surv 
made  in  1949  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  54  had  been  clos 
at  the  end  of  1952. 

The  following  properties  which  consisted  of  closed,  unfit  houf 
were  demolished  during  the  year  : — 

109-117  South  Street  ..  8 houses 

2-6  Craigie  Place  . . 2 „ 


Meal  Vennel  Clearance  Area.  Once  more  this  “ Hardy  Annua 
makes  its  appearance  in  this  report.  Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  - 
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rtain  remaining  properties  are  still  in  progress  and  the  number  of  tenants 
Q1  in  occupation  of  houses  has  been  reduced  to  fifteen.  All  tenants  of 
Luses  in  the  area  presently  owned  by  the  Town  Council  have  been 
Ihoused. 

•ovision  of  New  Houses.  During  the  year  1952  new  houses  were 
ovided  as  follows  : — 


■•uses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 

: — 

2 apts.  . 

16  houses. 

3 apts.  . 

4 houses. 

4 apts.  . 

14  houses. 

5 apts.  . 

10  houses. 

6 apts. 

x house. 

Total 

45  houses. 

vate  Houses  under  construction  at 

end  of  1952 : — 

3 apts.  . 

5 houses. 

4 apts.  . 

13  houses. 

5 apts.  . 

5 houses. 

6 apts. 

1 house. 

Total 

24  houses. 

vporation  Houses  completed 

ham  Housing  Development : — 

during 

1952  : — 

xditional  .... 

«oll 

-kburn  ..... 
trran  ..... 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 
30 
84 
20 

4 apts. 
66 
2 
30 
20 

Totals. 

96 

86 

50 

20 

Totals 

— 

134 

118 

252 

"poration  Houses  under  construction 

Letham  Housing  Development — 

at  end  of 

1952  : — 

toll 

Mbi  ..... 
tditional  .... 

2 apts. 

24 

3 apts. 
4 

168 

4 apts. 

26 

114 

Totals. 

4 

26 

306 

Totals 

24 

172 

140 

336 

Moncreiffe  Housing  Scheme — 

^ditional  ... 

— 

12 



12 

Tulloch  Housing  Scheme — 
fcditional  .... 

— 

24 

— 

24 

Totals 

24 

208 

140 

372 

The  figure  of  252  Corporation  houses  completed  during  1952  is  a 
unite  improvement  on  the  figure  for  1951  which  was  214  and  that  for 
:o  which  was  only  158. 

The  number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1952, 
neJy  45>  is  four  times  the  number  erected  in  the  previous  year  and  is  a 
liable  contribution  to  the  total  housing  pool. 
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“ Points  ” System.  During  the  year  230  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
in  connection  with  unfitness  points  and  the  results  notified  to  the  City 
Factor  along  with  the  awards  of  medical  points  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  health  cases. 

Disinfestation  of  Bug-Infested  Furniture  and  Bedding.  During  the 
year  699  houses  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  bed  bugs  prior  to  the 
removal  of  tenants  to  Corporation  houses.  In  14  cases  evidence  of  bugs 
was  found,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfestation  of  the 
furniture  by  cyanide  gas  and  the  bedding  by  steam,  before  delivery  oil 
the  furniture  and  bedding  to  the  Corporation  house. 

Overcrowding.  During  the  past  year  out  of  a total  allocation  of  425 
houses,  275  overcrowded  cases  were  re-housed,  163  being  tenants  ol 
houses  and  112  occupying  sub-let  rooms.  This  represents  65  per  cent  of  the 
allocations. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  3194  families  had  been  accommodated  ir 
temporary,  permanent,  decanted,  and  requisitioned  houses  during  the 
post-war  housing  efforts. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

During  the  year  278  nuisances  were  discovered  or  complained  of 
and  29  intimations  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland  Act 
1897,  were  served. 

Two  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Act  were  also  served  when 
no  action  had  been  taken  to  abate  nuisances  following  the  intimations. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-one  visits  of  inspection  and  enquiry  wen 
made. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with : — 


Choked  or  defective  drains 

Choked  or  defective  traps 

Choked  or  defective  gullies 

Choked  or  defective  rainwater  conductors 

Choked  or  defective  rhones 

Burst  pipes  ..... 

Choked  sink  wastes 

Choked  or  defective  W.C.s 

Dangerous  outbuildings  . 

Defective  roofs  .... 
Dampness  in  houses 
Defective  floors  and  woodwork 
Defective  ceilings  and  wall  plaster 
Defective  vents  and  firegrates 
Accumulations  .... 
Defective  windows  .... 
Smoke  nuisances  .... 
Domestic  animal  nuisances 
Verminous  houses  .... 
Insect  nuisances  .... 
Offensive  smells  .... 
Dirty  houses  ..... 
Dangerous  chimney  heads 
Defective  walls  .... 


19 

4 

7 

4 
9 

5 

7 
1 1 

2 

11 

23 

8 
9 
7 


14 

7 

12 

31 

14 

5 

2 

3 
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Alleged  contaminated  water  supply  . 

Insufficient  water  supply 
Pigeon  and  poultry  nuisances  . 

Nuisance  from  swill  bins 
Failing  to  clean  passages,  stairs  and  W.C. 

Throwing  rubbish  from  windows 
Nuisances  from  shaking  carpets 
Dirty  back  courts  .... 

Miscellaneous  .... 

278 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements  in  the  sanitary 
tcommodation  of  houses  were  carried  out : — 

Victoria  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

Leonard  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

Nelson  Street.  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

George  Street.  W.C.  provided  within  attic  flat  house. 

!8  Scott  Street.  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided, 
outh  Muirton  Cottages.  Porch  with  sink  and  water  supply  provided 
for  house. 

IGray  Street.  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided  in  apartment  off 
ground  floor  kitchenette. 

*c  Burghmuir  Road.  Kitchenette  and  W.C.  provided  in  house, 
sellwood,  Dundee  Road.  Wash-house  converted  to  bathroom.  Tub 
removed  from  wash-house  to  former  W.C.  apartment. 

>uth  Muirton  Cottages.  Kitchenette  provided  within  house. 

A total  of  5 bathrooms,  4 kitchenettes,  and  3 W.C.  apartments  were 
covided. 

PAINTING  OF  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES. 

During  the  year  64  stairs  and  passages  were  painted  following  notices 
med  under  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  Section  117. 

CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

The  refuse  is  collected  three  times  a week  from  premises  in  the  centre 
:the  City  along  with  certain  other  populated  areas,  including  Corporation 
musing  Schemes,  and  twice  a week  from  those  in  the  outlying  districts. 
The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Separation  and  Destruction  Plant  at 
iarton,  where  all  salvage  is  removed  from  it.  The  remainder  is  burned 
^ the  dust  and  clinker  taken  to  old  Newhouse  Quarry. 

As  regards  street  sweeping,  there  are  26  beats  in  the  City  with  a 
-eeper  on  each. 


apartments 


2 

2 

5 

15 

2 

2 

4 

8 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  four  Offensive  Trades  registered  within  the  City  : — 
Slaughterhouse  1 

Tallow  Melting  Works  . . x 

Manure  Manufacturers  . . 2 

These  were  all  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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During  the  year  an  application  was  received  to  establish  a new  busines1 
of  chemical  manure  manufacture  on  ground  at  Friarton  Road  opposiu 
the  Lower  Harbour,  and  this  was  approved  by  the  Town  Council.  Buildint 
operations  at  these  works  are  now  in  progress. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  work  wa- 
in progress  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  Northen 
and  Southern  District  Schools.  Particulars  of  this  work  will  be  include*; 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  current  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  there  was  increased  activity  ii 
this  important  aspect  of  public  health  work.  We  are  inclined  to  tak 
for  granted  the  pollution  of  the  air  we  breathe  by  the  unbumt  products  o 
combustion  emanating  from  household  and  industrial  chimneys,  and  t 
a lesser  extent  the  noxious  fumes  from  diesel  and  petrol  driven  vehicle; 

In  our  complacency  we  have  come  to  accept  smoke  as  a necessar 
evil  in  this  industrial  age — something  which  has  to  be  put  up  with,  an 
unless  the  factory  chimney  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood  is  sendin 
out  soot  and  smoke  in  such  quantities  as  to  create  havoc  with  the  weekl 
wash  hanging  on  the  clothes-line,  little  complaint  is  raised.  We  overloo 
the  damage  which  is  being  caused  to  buildings  by  the  erosion  of  stonewoi 
due  to  the  acids  in  the  smoke,  or  the  stunted  growth  of  vegetation  due  t 
sooty  deposits. 

However,  let  us  not  condemn  the  industrialist  as  the  only  offender 
the  smoke  from  household  chimneys  is  estimated  to  be  die  cause  of  i 
least  half  the  smoke  emission  problem,  and  despite  modem  domest 
fuel-burning  appliances  is  likely  to  remain  so  as  long  as  bituminous  co 
is  used  as  fuel. 

Perth  is  not  a particularly  industrial  area  but  it  has  its  smoke  problen 
in  industry,  and  these  have  been  tackled  throughout  the  year  with  gratifyii 
results.  The  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  Technical  Advise 
has  been  sought  on  several  occasions,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  th 
as  a result  of  their  efforts  a class  on  Boiler  House  Practice  was  inaugurau 
in  the  local  evening  school.  The  initial  enrolment  for  the  class  totalk 
42.  During  the  year  two  automatic  underfeed  stokers  were  fitted  at 
Creamery  and  one  at  the  Local  Authority  Abattoir,  and  in  both  cas 
the  smoke  nuisance,  which  was  the  reason  for  conversion  from  han 
firing,  was  abated. 

In  May,  the  Scottish  Division  of  the  National  Smoke  Abateme 
Society  held  their  Annual  Conference  in  the  City,  when  several  interestii 
papers  dealing  with  smoke  abatement  were  presented. 
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offences  relating  to  Outwork) 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  247  mechanical  and  35  non-mechanics 
factories  on  the  Register,  as  detailed  in  the  following  tables  : — 


FACTORIES. 

Mechanical. 


Aerated  Water  and  Beer  Bottlers 

3 

Manure  Manufacturers  . 

Agricultural  Machinery  . 

3 

Masons 

Asphalt  Makers 

I 

Meal  Grinders 

Bakers  .... 

21 

Milk  Pasteurisers  . 

Bituminous  Dressing 

1 

Motor  Body  Builders 

Blacksmiths  . 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairers 

Bookbinders  . 

3 

Oatmeal  Grinding  . 

Boot  Repairers 

6 

Oat  Clippers  . 

Brass  Finishers 

1 

Oilcake  Crushers  . 

Brush  Makers 

1 

Opticians 

Brewers. 

1 

Provender  Mills 

Bee  Appliance  Makers  . 

1 

Plumbers 

Cabinet  Makers 

3 

Photographers 

Coach  Painters 

1 

Printers 

Cutlery  Repairers  . 

1 

Rag  Sorters  . 

Cycle  Repairers 

3 

Rat  Poison  Makers. 

Concrete  Pole  Makers 

1 

Sack  Repairers 

Cylinder  Repairers 

1 

Sand  Screeners 

Dressmakers  . 

4 

Sausage  Manufacturers  . 

Dyers  .... 

2 

SawmxUers 

Egg  Grading 

1 

Scrap  Metal  . 

Electrical  Engineers 

5 

Sculptors 

Electricity  Generators 

2 

Signal  Repairers 

Engineers 

6 

Stone  Crushers 

Firewood  Cutters 

1 

Sweet  Manufacturers 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers  . 

2 

Sheet  Metal  Workers 

Flour  Millers. 

1 

Saw  Repairers 

Gas  Manufacturers . 

2 

Tailors 

Glass  Makers  and  Bevellers 

4 

Tallow  Makers 

Ham  Curers 

1 

Tile  Slabbers 

Ice  Cream  Merchants 

9 

Tinsmiths 

Ice  Makers  . 

1 

Tripe  Cleaners 

Iron  Founders 

1 

Typewriter  Repairers 

Ironmongery  Repairers  . 

1 

Upholsterers  . 

Joiners 

17 

Whisky  Blenders  - - 

Jute  Spinners 

r 

Wire  Workers 

Jewellers 

6 

Wood  Turners 

Laundries 

9 

Weighing  Machine  Repairers 

Linen  Weavers 

1 

Loco.  & Wagon  Repairers 

1 

Bakers  . 

Cycle  Repairers 
Dressmakers  . 
Electricians  . 

Golf  Club  Repairers 
Ham  Curers 
Jewellery  Repairers 
Joiners 
Paint  Mixers 


FACTORIES. 

Non-Mechanical. 


3 

2 
6 

. 1 

1 

. 1 

. 1 

3 
1 


Masons 

Picture  Framers 

Plumbers 

Saddlers 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

Upholsterers  . 

\\7ircless  Repairers 


1 


II 


3: 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

In  addition  to  improvements  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  licensed 
remises  referred  to  later  in  this  report,  the  following  works  were  carried 
lit  on  shop  premises  during  the  year  : — 

ITholesale  Fruiterer’s  Warehouse.  New  office  block  with  W.C. 
isartment  and  wash-hand  basin  provided. 

ITholesale  Fruiterer’s  Warehouse.  1 W.C.  and  1 wash-hand  basin 
rovided  for  male  staff.  1 W.C.  and  1 wash-hand  basin  provided  for 
rmale  staff. 

Lutcher’s  Shop.  Back  shop  extended.  New  sink  provided  with  gas 
later  heater.  Former  W.C.  apartment  demolished  and  new  apartment 
instructed. 

During  the  year  2C7  visits  of  inspection  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act 
~re  made  to  shops. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSE. 

The  Model  Lodging-House  at  14-36  Skinnergate  continues  to  be 
:pt  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

HOUSE  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

The  Princes  Street  Hostel  is  occupied  to  capacity  and  affords  furnished 
tcommodation  for  families  unable  to  secure  more  permanent 
:commodation.  The  premises  are  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

TENTS  AND  VANS. 

The  caravans  at  the  Showground  on  the  South  Inch  during  the 
iriods  of  the  fairs  were  found  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

There  was  only  one  caravan  on  a site  within  the  City  for  any  length 

time  during  the  year,  and  the  occupier  is  endeavouring  to  secure 
'are  suitable  accommodation  for  the  family. 

ACCOMMODATION  OF  SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Shore  for  potato  workers  was  vacated 
bring  the  year  and  the  premises  have  now  been  demolished. 

BURIALS. 

Lnder  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Department 
-ide  arrangements  for  the  burials  of  bodies  of  4 adults  and  3 children 
no  had  died,  or  been  found  dead  in  the  City,  and  where  no  other  suitable 
rangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  had  been  made. 

CITY  MORTUARY. 

The  City  Mortuary,  Speygate,  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory 
edition  under  the  control  of  this  Department. 
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BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

The  three  burial  grounds  within  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Parks  anc 
Cemeteries. 


PIGGERIES. 

There  are  18  piggeries  within  the  Burgh  and  these  were  all  inspectec 
during  the  year. 

As  from  7th  December,  1952,  Defence  Regulation  62. B.,  which  deal 
with  the  suspension  of  restrictions  on  keeping  pigs,  hens,  and  rabbits  ir 
Scotland,  was  revoked.  The  effect  of  this  will  be  that  the  Bye-laws  as  tc 
Pigstyes  will  once  again  come  into  full  operation  and  steps  will  be  taken  tc 
ensure  that  all  pigstyes  are  brought  into  line  with  the  terms  of  the  Bye-Jaws 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS. 

No  applications  for  certificates  in  terms  of  the  Rent  and  Mortgage 
(Restrictions)  Acts  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  revision  of  the  Acts  is  long  overdue  and  if  the  continuec 
deterioration  of  house  property  is  to  be  counteracted  in  any  way  the  whole 
position  of  the  Acts  must  receive  thorough  investigation  at  an  earlv  date 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  year  236  complaints  were  received  and  638  visits  oi 
inspection  were  carried  out,  when  advice  and  assistance  were  given  tc 
occupiers  of  infected  premises. 

1,957  rats  and  59°  mice  were  destroyed  ; this  includes  123  rats  and 
240  mice  at  business  premises,  239  rats  and  350  mice  at  dwelling  house 
property,  1,133  rats  at  piggeries,  farms  and  marts,  and  462  rats  destroyec 
at  the  Friarton  Refuse  Disposal  Works  by  the  trapper  employed  there 
by  the  Cleansing  Department. 

The  sum  of  £30  10s.  was  recovered  as  costs  of  treatment  of  business 
premises  during  the  year. 

Experiments  have  been  carried  out  in  the  City  during  the  year  in| 
the  use  of  Warfarin  bait.  The  killing  power  of  Warfarin  is  based  on  the 
reaction  of  minute  quantities  of  the  chemical  on  the  rodents’  blood. 

1 hese  small  quantities,  when  fed  to  rodents  over  3-10  days,  cause  the 
blood  to  thin,  and  the  gentle  and  gradual  effect  is  to  cause  internal 
haemorrhage  and  death. 

1 he  use  of  Warfarin  in  rat  destruction  has  met  with  successful  results' 
and  a similar  anti-coagulant,  Dicoumarin,  has  been  particularly  usefu 
in  dealing  with  infestions  of  mice  where  other  methods  had  failed  to  cope 
with  them. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  figures  are  given  by  the  Water  Engineer  in  connection 
tith  the  water  supply  to  the  City  : — 

Total  quantity  of  water  distributed  (including  bulk  supply  to  the 
county)  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952,  was  1,088,474,000 
lllons.  Of  this  quantity  356,892,000  were  supplied  by  meter  (including 
county  supply)  and  an  estimated  quantity  of  36,000,000  gallons  was 
qpplied  for  unmetered  non-domestic  purposes. 

The  domestic  consumpt  in  the  Burgh  was  46.5  gallons  per  head  per 
py. 


DRAINAGE. 


The  following  new  sewers  were  laid  at  Letham  Housing  Development 
luring  1952  : — 


.•id.  Development. 


'cd  Development. 


The  following 
■•id  Development. 


r-d  Development. 


24" 

diameter — 

244 

lin. 

yds. 

15" 

55 

134 

55 

55 

12" 

55 

200 

55 

55 

9" 

55 

l60 

55 

55 

6" 

55 

65 

55 

55 

15" 

diameter — 

6 

lin. 

yds. 

12" 

55 

205 

55 

55 

9" 

55 

836 

55 

55 

surface  water  drains 

were  also  laid  : — 

36" 

diameter — 

150 

lin. 

yds. 

9" 

55 

ICO 

55 

55 

6" 

55 

175 

55 

55 

15" 

diameter — 

157 

lin. 

yds. 

12" 

55 

219 

55 

55 

9" 

55 

1106 

55 

55 

The  drains  of  all  new  houses  and  other  premises  were  subjected  to 
ae  smoke  test  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 

Wherever  considered  necessary  visits  of  enquiry  are  made  by  the 
-'istrict  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  houses  in  which  cases  of  infectious 
isease  have  occurred,  and  particulars  of  patients  and  contacts  are 
stained. 

During  the  year  173  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  166  notices  were 
"nt  to  Headmasters  of  schools  regarding  exclusion  periods  of  patients 
id  contacts. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DISINFECTION. 

Whilst  no  special  disinfection  of  houses  is  normally  carried  out  t 
this  Department  in  connection  with  ordinary  cases  of  infectious  diseasi 
special  attention  is  given  to  Tuberculosis.  Following  the  removal  c 
tuberculosis  patient  to  hospital,  or  deaths  from  this  disease  at  home 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  disinfection  of  the  houses  by  spraying  wit 
Phenol  and  the  removal  of  all  infected  bedding  for  disinfection  by  stearrl 
or  destruction  by  incineration. 

During  the  year  49  houses  were  disinfected  ; 19  sets  of  bedding  wei 
disinfected  ; and  9 sets  of  bedding  destroyed. 

CASE  OF  ANTHRAX. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Police,  arrangements  were  made  for  tb 
disposal  of  the  body  of  a cow  which  was  certified  as  having  died  froi 
Anthrax,  and  the  necessary  disinfection  measures  were  also  carried  ou 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Supply.  All  byres,  creameries,  and  retail  premises  were  inspecte 
regularly,  and  very  little  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  the  terms  of  th 
various  Acts,  Orders,  and  Regulations  being,  on  the  whole,  complied  wit 
as  far  as  possible. 

Dairy  Bye-Laws.  No  serious  contraventions  of  the  Bye-Laws  wer 
found  and  the  methods  of  milking  and  handling  were  quite  satisfactory 

As  requested  by  the  Department  of  Health,  the  following  particular 
are  given  : — 

(i)  The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  . . 4 

(ii)  The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do 

not  sell  milk  by  retail.  (One  sells  only  a very  small 
quantity  in  the  neighbourhood.) 

(iii)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered 

premises  ........  1 

(iv)  The  number  of  dairies  exempted  from  registration  . 

(v)  The  approximate  number  of  cows  in  premises  exempted 

from  registration  ....... 

Whilst  there  are  two  producers  in  the  City  on  the  Register  ther 
is  only  one  at  present  keeping  cows  for  the  purpose  of  the  sale  of  milk : 

The  three  Creameries  pasteurising  milk  within  the  Burgh  continued 
to  function  efficiently  throughout  the  year,  all  now  producing  T.T 
(Pasteurised)  and  Pasteurised  grades  of  milk.  The  firm  having  the  smalles 
plant,  which  works  on  the  holder  process,  was  granted  a licence  for  th1 
production  of  Pasteurised  milk  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  They  onl; 
produce  a small  quantity  under  this  designation,  but  as  all  their  raw  mill 
supplies  are  from  Tuberculin  Tested  producers,  the  difficulty  of  segregatini 
the  two  grades  does  not  arise.  The  Creamery  which  installed  a smal ! 
plant  for  the  production  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Alilk  in  1951  found  runnins : 
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lists  excessive,  and  after  six  months  they  closed  the  plant  down  when  they 
land  that  they  were  receiving  a sufficient  supply  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
Ilk  for  processing  on  their  main  H.T.S.T.  plant.  This  enabled  them  to 
in  through  T.T.  (pasteurised)  milk  for  the  first  two  hours  of  operation 
fch  day  before  switching  to  Pasteurised  milk. 

The  average  daily  production  of  the  combined  plants  in  the  Burgh 
es  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  milk  . . . 4,117  gallons. 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  milk  . . 998  „ 

In  contrast  to  these  figures,  although  the  percentage  of  milk  being 
•iduced  as  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  is  only  24  per  cent,  the  supply  of 
w T.T.  milk  coming  in  to  the  creameries  for  pasteurisation  comprises 

per  cent  of  the  total  milk  processed.  This  is  an  increase  of  9 per  cent 
*m  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  and  percentages 
ithe  different  grades  sold  daily  within  the  Burgh  : — 


Gallons. 

% 

Pasteurised 

2,577 

71.8 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

650 

18. 1 

Certified  . 

278 

7.8 

Ordinary  . 

45 

1.2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

40 

1. 1 

3.59° 

100.0 

ottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  All  milk  supplies  coming  in  to  the 
~e  creameries  are  now  tested,  arrangements  having  been  made  for  the 
iallest  creamery  to  send  samples  to  one  of  the  larger  ones. 

P During  the  year  there  were  167  failures  on  the  1st  weekly  Resazurin 
; 28  failed  the  2nd  weekly  test ; and  6 failed  the  3rd  weekly  test, 
me  300  gallons  of  milk  were  rejected  as  a result  of  the  Platform  Test. 

The  City  has  still  to  be  declared  a specified  area,  but  this  cannot  be 
ig  delayed  as  the  only  producer-retailer  selling  non-designated  milk 
ffin  the  Burgh  is  preparing  to  change  over  to  the  production  of  Tuber- 
>n  Tested  Milk. 

tool  Milk.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the  supplies  of  milk  to 
ools  and  the  results  of  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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(SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER. 
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tting  of  Non-Designated  Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  Department 
Wealth  Circular  No.  17-1947,  the  following  table  shows  the  results 
che  testing  of  non-designated  milk.  All  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
te  count  and  coliform  tests  in  addition  to  the  methylene  blue  (Hiscox) 


Samples 

Bacteria 

. Count 

Methyle 

ne  Blue 

Coli 

orm 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

*w  Milk. 

y 

Producer 

4 

4 

4 

4 

nnty 

Producer 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

■ logical  Samples.  Two  samples  of  milk  from  non-attested  herds  were 
rn  for  guinea  pig  inoculation  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Both  samples  were 
•nrted  as  negative. 


ICE  CREAM. 


The  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948, 
rinue  to  be  complied  with  very  satisfactorily  by  the  manufacturers 
dealers  in  the  City. 

During  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  respect  of  4 premises 
53  vehicles.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  13  premises  was  registered 
The  manufacture,  storage,  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  33  premises 
'6  vehicles  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

All  registered  premises  and  vehicles  were  inspected  regularly  and 
'"re  necessary  traders  were  advised  regarding  measures  to  be  taken  to 
-ply  with  the  Regulations.  The  following  table  gives  the  results  of 
spies  taken  during  the  year  for  chemical  examination. 


No.  of 
Sample. 

Fat 

per  cent. 

No.  of 
Sample. 

Fat 

per  cent. 

29 

6.25 

78 

5-47 

43 

9-31 

79 

6.48 

44 

11.41 

80 

8.36 

45 

4-34 

81 

4-45 

46 

509 

82 

10.55 

47 

5.67 

83 

6.38 

48 

5.21 

85 

9-55 

49 

6.49 

86 

6.77 

52 

5 26 

87 

10.64 

53 

9-54 

88 

4-45 

54 

9.03 

89 

4.20 

73 

6.60 

95 

9.82 

74 

6.37 

96 

5.81 

75 

7.78 

97 

5-59 

76 

7.17 

98 

5-97 

77 

7.98 

99 

5.80 

50 

Broken  in  transit 

5i 

he  average  fat  content  was  6.99  per  cent. 


Because  of  the  current  shortage  of  milk  powder  and  fats,  the  minim 
standards  of  composition  for  ice  cream  were  reduced  as  from  ist  Ji 
1952.  The  Amending  Order  provided  that  ice  cream  must  contair 
least  4 per  cent  fat,  10  per  cent  sugar,  and  5 per  cent  milk  solids  01 
than  fat  (as  against  5 per  cent,  10  per  cent,  and  per  cent  respectit 
under  the  original  Order). 

Despite  the  shortage  of  ingredients  all  samples  were  above  the  standi 
laid  down,  with  the  exception  of  one  informal  sample  which  was  slig 
deficient  in  fat,  but  the  ice  cream  in  question  W'as  stated  to  have  b 
supplied  from  a manufacturer  in  another  area. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  \ 
for  bacteriological  examination  : — 


No.  of 
Sample 

Plate 

Count 

Coliform 

No.  of 
Sample 

Plate 

Count 

Colifom 

I 

Sterile 

Absent 

20 

100,000 

Present 

2 

112,000 

33 

21 

7,500 

Absent 

3 

800,000 

33 

22 

71,500 

33 

4 

3,000 

33 

23 

4,500 

33 

5 

60,000 

Present 

24 

32,SOO 

Present 

6 

5,000 

Absent 

25 

1,000 

Absent 

7 

2,000 

33 

26 

150,000 

Present 

8 

2,000 

33 

27 

1,000,000 

33 

9 

38,000 

33 

28 

38,000 

33 

10 

77,000 

33 

29 

2,000 

Absent 

II 

203,000 

Present 

30 

50,000 

33 

12 

2,000 

Absent 

31 

2,500 

33 

13 

57,000 

33 

32 

888,000 

Present 

14 

4,000 

33 

33 

34,000 

Absent 

15 

2,000 

33 

34 

13,000 

33 

16 

1 ,000,000 

Present 

35 

69,700 

17 

110,000 

Absent 

36 

11,000 

18 

680,000 

Present 

37 

29,500 

Present 

19 

2,000 

Absent 

38 

400 

Absent 

The  results  of  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  clearly  si 
that  traders  are  making  every  effort  to  supply  to  the  public  a gem 
and  clean  article  of  food.  In  my  opinion  a great  deal  of  the  adverse  publi 
which  the  ice  cream  trade  has  received  has  been  quite  unwarrantec 
The  ice  cream  trade  now  shares  with  the  milk  trade  the  credii 
having  made  far  greater  advance  recently  in  hygienic  measures  t 
any  of  the  other  food  trades,  some  of  which  could  do  with  a turn  of 
spotlights  of  public  opinion  and  legislative  control. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Meat.  The  following  table,  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Abattoir,  gives  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abat 
and  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  there  during  the  year  : — 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  (in  11 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Meat 

lbs. 

Off: 

lbs 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

4.925 

29,292 

2,111 

1,201 

47 

72 
1 1 
8 

63 

80 

49 

1 

27,085' 

2,985 

3,143 

426 

26,0 

70 


At  the  Abattoir  the  former  practice  of  keeping  sheep  heads  near  the 
ntrance  to  the  cooling  hall  has  been  discontinued,  and  these  are  now 
jpt  in  a booth  within  the  main  slaughter  hall  until  uplifted  for  delivery 
the  butchers. 

During  the  year  a mechanical  stoker  was  installed  for  the  abattoir 
oiler,  and  the  system  of  hand  winches  was  converted  to  electrical  lifting 
ear  for  the  handling  of  carcases.  The  premises  continue  to  be  kept  in 
wery  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 


tther  Foods.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  unsound  foodstuffs 
underlined  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
Ear : — 


135 

lbs. 

Beef. 

*63 

lbs. 

Pork. 

-44 

lbs. 

Mutton. 

530 

lbs. 

Venison 

?52 

lbs. 

Pigs’  Maws. 

= 29 

lbs. 

Sheep  Gut. 

?58t 

lbs. 

Cattle  Gut. 

‘4° 

lbs. 

Cooked  Ham. 

(45  tins) 

6 

lbs. 

Bacon. 

Z02 

tins 

Meat. 

(81 

tins 

Fish. 

:n 

sts. 

Filleted  Cod. 

C20 

tins 

Vegetables. 

115 

tins 

Fruit. 

!6i 

tins 

Fruit  Juice. 

779 

lbs. 

Semolina. 

io  cwts.  Mixed  Fruit. 

1 14  lbs.  Prunes. 

582  tins  Soup. 

269  tins  Tomatoes. 

262  tins  Evaporated  Milk. 

54  tins  Condensed  Milk. 

70  tins  Jam. 

18  tins  Sandwich  Spread. 

23  tins  Frozen  Eggs. 

30  8-oz.  pkts.  Frozen  Sliced  Ham  & Egg. 
76  lbs.  Cheese. 

72  pkts.  Cream  Cheese. 

23  lbs.  Confectionery. 

56  lbs.  Butter. 

4 cwts.  Sugar. 

23  tins  Miscellaneous. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of  premises  where  foodstuffs 
: manufactured,  stored,  or  sold  has  continued  during  the  past  year. 
In  addition  to  work  carried  out  under  the  Shops  Act  and  referred 
; previously  in  this  report,  major  improvements  and  extensions  were 
rried  out  at  two  hotels.  The  improvement  included  additional  sanitary 
tommodation  and  washing  facilities  for  both  public  and  staff, 
sensed  Premises.  During  the  year  the  following  improvements 
te  carried  out  at  licensed  premises  : — 

£.a)  1 new  urinal,  W.C.,  and  wash-hand  basin  provided  for  gents. 

1 W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided  for  ladies. 

Glass  washing  machine  provided  at  bar. 

New  lounge  constructed. 

• b)  New  urinal  and  W.C.  provided  for  gents. 

New  W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  provided  for  ladies. 

New  lounge  constructed. 

•c)  1 W.C.  and  1 wash-hand  basin  provided  for  ladies. 

^d)  New  urinal  provided. 

• In  all  these  cases  the  natural  lighting  and  ventilation  were  improved 
' artificial  lighting  modernised. 

In  several  other  cases  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Licensing  and  Dean 
-Guild  Courts  for  improvements  which  are  at  present  in  progress. 
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SALE 

OF  FOOD  AND  DRUG  ACTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under 

above  Acts  : — 

l 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Total. 

Article. 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Infonr 

Sweet  Milk  - - 



8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Certified  Milk  - 

— 

16 

(i  broken  in  transit)  — 

17 

T.T.  Milk  . 

4 

— 

2 

— 

6 

— 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  < 

Milk  . 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Pasteurised  Milk  . 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Cyder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Scotch  Ale 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Port  Wine 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Orange  Wine  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Whisky  . 

4 

i 

— 

— 

4 

I 

Cocktail  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Tomato  Ketchup  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Sardines  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Coffee 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Cooking  Fat  . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Chips 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Sausages 

I 

I 

I 

2 

2 

3 

Black  Pudding 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Mince 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

Brawn 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Luncheon  Sausage 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Ham  and  Veal  Loaf 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Potted  Meat  . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Beef  Suet 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Lard 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Butter 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Margarine 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Meat  Paste 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Curry  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Mustard  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Salad  Cream  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Glace  Cherries 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Fruit  Slices  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

Cream  Cakes  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

r 

Ice  Cream 

— 

32 

— 

I 

— 

35 

(2  broken  in  transit) 

Beans 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Processed  Peas 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pilchards 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Table  Jelly  Crystals 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Orange  Flavouring 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Honey 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Lemon  Curd 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Red  Cherries  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Mixed  Fruit  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Mincemeat 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Greengages 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Ground  Almonds 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Ground  Cinnamon 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Fish  Cakes 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Coffee  Essence 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Self-Raising  Flour 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Cornflour 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Synthetic  Cream  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Frozen  Eggs  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Morfat  Whipping 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Sweets 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Nerve  Tonic  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Total  . 

9 

135 

4 

3 

1 13 

141 

(3  broken  in  transit) 

In  connection  with  the  two  non-genuine  samples  of  T.T.  milk,  these 
^ere  taken  in  the  course  of  delivery  to  one  of  the  creameries.  In  one 
use  the  sample  contained  8.12  per  cent  of  milk  solids  other  than  milk 
rat,  whereas  genuine  T.T.  milk  should  contain  not  less  than  8.s  per  cent 
uilk  sohds  other  than  milk  fat  according  to  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
ppi-  The  dairyman  in  this  case  was  found  Not  Guilty  after  trial.  In 
ue  other  case  the  sample  contained  7.79  per  cent  of  milk  solids  other  than 
uilk  tat,  and  in  this  case  the  dairyman  pled  Guilty  and  was  admonished. 

One  informal  sample  of  sausages  contained  1360  parts  of  sulphur 
«oxide  per  million,  but  a subsequent  formal  sample  was  satisfactory. 

One  formal  sample  of  slicing  sausage  contained  1920  parts  of  sulphur 
«oxide  per  million,  this  being  1470  parts  in  excess  of  the  proportion 
' .50  parts  per  million)  allowed  by  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  Etc.  in 
Lood)  Regulations  (Scotland^  1925  to  1940.  The  butcher  concerned  pled 
tuilty  and  was  fined  Three  Pounds  or  Thirty  Days. 

One  formal  sample  of  mince  contained  230  parts  of  sulphur  dioxide 
r;r  million,  whereas  mince  during  the  month  of  May  in  any  year,  should 
»t  contain  any  sulphur  dioxide.  The  butcher  concerned  pled  Guilty  and 
sas  fined  Three  Pounds  or  Thirty  Davs. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  non-genuine  sample  of  ice 
-eam  under  the  earlier  section  of  this  report  dealing  with  ice  cream. 

Complaint  was  made  by  the  manager  of  one  of  the  creameries  in  the 
tity  that  he  had  repeatedly  refused  to  accept  milk  supplied  by  a certain 
producer  in  the  County  as  tests  showed  it  to  be  repeatedly  below  standard. 
P this  producer  has  been  convicted  previously  and  as  the  milk  had  been 
.verted  to  other  distributors  several  times  with  similar  subsequent 
tmplaints,  I made  representation  to  the  Regional  Officer  of  the  Milk 
marketing  Board  that  this  supply  should  be  diverted  for  manufacturing 
urposes.  A diversion  note  to  this  effect  was  issued  and  the  supply  to 
j*®  creamery  was  discontinued,  but  the  milk  was  never  consigned  from  the 
rrm  to  the  Board’s  creamery.  This  action  proved  much  more  effective 
(=an  the  usual  drawn-out  and  uncertain  Court  proceedings. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

Premises  of  listed  sellers  of  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  Poisons 
sst  were  visited,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act 
Rules. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

One  sample  of  Fertiliser,  Calcium  Cyanamide,  was  taken  as  Official 
■-mpler  under  the  Act,  and  two  informal  samples,  one  of  fertiliser  and 
-C  of  bone  meal  fertiliser,  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  samples 
'reed  with  the  statements  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as 
;d  down  in  the  Regulations. 
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THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951 

The  above  Act  and  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  1st  Novembe 
1951.  The  Act  requires  registration  of  premises  where  filling  materials 
which  the  Act  applies  are  used  in  manufacturing  bedding,  toys,  bal 
carriages,  and  other  articles  of  upholstery,  and  also  the  licensing  of  premis 
where  rag  flock  is  manufactured  or  stored  for  distribution  to  register 
premises.  The  Act  however  does  not  apply  to  reconditioning  of  upholste 
or  the  sale  of  second-hand  articles. 

A notice  was  inserted  in  the  press  drawing  the  attention  of  loc 
traders  to  the  terms  of  the  Act,  but  so  far  there  are  no  registered  or  licensi 
premises  within  the  City. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  gent’s  convenience  at  Speygate  was  complete 
during  the  year,  and  there  is  now  available  adequate  and  mode 
accommodation  for  ladies  and  gents  to  cope  with  the  demand  from  b' 
parties  in  the  Tay  Street  area. 

The  erection  of  new  ladies’  and  gent’s  conveniences  at  Strathmo 
Street  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a more  up-to-date  convenien< 
at  the  King  Street  area  is  at  present  under  consideration. 

The  amount  collected  from  the  coin-operated  locks  during  the  ye 
was  £1,285  16s.— compared  with  £1,092  8s.  6d.  during  1951.  £1,046 ’14 
was  collected  from  the  ladies’  conveniences  and  £239  2s.  from  the  gent 
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I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  and  assistan' 
which  I have  received  from  the  Officials  of  other  Departments  at  all  time 
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I am, 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  McBRYDE,  F.R.San.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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